Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting
Held at The Civic Hall, Uppermill, 
On Monday 26th October 2026

There were present:                Cllrs B Beeley (Chair) A Marland (Vice Chair)	
				S Al-Hamdani
				M Birchall 	H Bishop	
				R Blackmore 	J Garner		
				M Powell	
				G Sheldon	L Thompson	
				P Walsh	B Witt
				 A Wrigley.

To receive apologies for Absence: Cllrs L Adamson, K Barton, K Dawson, L Dawson, A Duncan, P Gaul,
K Phillips.	
	
The Chair, Cllr Barbara Beeley, welcomed Councillors to the meeting. 

3900. Declarations of Interest - None were declared.

3901. To Receive Public Questions – None were received.

3902. Chair’s Urgent Business
· 	Update on resurfacing of Smithy Lane and Station Rd, Uppermill.
Cllr Blackmore confirmed the resurfacing had been completed to a high standard on Station Road and he advised he would write to OMBC Highways thanking them for this and requesting an update on the timescale regarding traffic and safety measures in Station Road and Smithy Lane. 

3903.	Presentation by RSPB and United Utilities.
Cllr Beeley welcomed Kate Hanley, RSPB, James Airton and Chris Mattnews from United Utilities. 
Ms Hanley updated Councillors on the actions taken by the RSPB on land management on the Moors and around Dovestone, and the grave issues of the moorland fires. She advised United Utilities and the RSPB are working in partnership developing measures to combat climate change; by planting areas able to store water through the winter which will then support fire prevention in the summer and to replace fast burning heather with other less flammable species.  
Some of these wet areas will need signage to warn members of the public and Ms Hanley advised that signage was already in place next to these small areas, and as the project progresses, larger signs will be visible. She also advised that some of these pathways are designed to walk across. 
Mr Airton advised Councillors their focus was on access and recreation and that a ranger team was being established, which would also help manage antisocial behaviour. RSPB now manage the carpark at Dovestone, with marshalling at peak times, with the revenue being ploughed back into the land management. He advised they do not own the shooting rights on the land, but they continue to remind the adjacent land owners of their responsibilities.
Mr Matthews answered the following questions raised by Councillors:
 What progress has been made by United Utilities in responding to the enforcement notices issued regarding P-FAS chemicals which are a threat to public health? He gave reassurance that this had been addressed, but that there was no standard or regulation to remove P-FAS from waste water. 

 How do you intend to manage in practical terms the “polluter pays” principle which the Government now appears to accept as a policy for the future? He advised this principle has been in place for some time. 

Why did United Utilities withdraw funding for the work done by the Mersey Rivers Trust on measures to eradicate Japanese Knotweed - which was part of your “Better Rivers Better North West” initiative? He advised funding wasn’t withdrawn as we had been advised, and that the Trust had recently secured funding to progress the downstream catchment.
 
Does United Utilities support the movement “Establishing Rights to Rivers” as river health conditions continue to decline? He advised some Northwest Rivers are improving in quality, not declining. He advised UU are a contributor to improving water quality, but it is the Environment Agency that has the overall responsibility. 

Can United Utilities assure the Parish Council that sewage discharges in Saddleworth and the North West are now monitored accurately and financial penalties recovered for illegal discharges? All storm overload is monitored and reported on the UU website. The Environment Agency decide which are illegal discharges. £215 million being spent on this as a priority across the Northwest. 
Cllr Bishop expressed residents’ concerns regarding the issues around Dovestone and feel their concerns are not being listened to. A residents’ forum was requested, plus ward and parish councillors would like to be involved in the stakeholder meetings around Dovestone as they represent the people of Saddleworth. Mr Matthews advised United Utilities had no issues with this and they will be having a meeting with Cllr Bishop to identify how this can be facilitated. 
Cllr Blackmore asked whether they were committed to removing Japanese Knotweed across Saddleworth. Mr Airton advised they have taken on a specialist to coordinate this across the Northwest; to work on improving the removal of all none native species from the rivers. 
Ms Hanley extended her offer to Councillors to join them to see all the work they are doing on the Moors around Saddleworth.



3904.	Correspondence
· 	Response from HM Treasury to Debbie Abrahams, MP regarding our request for a banking hub for Saddleworth
	
This had been shared prior to the meeting and it was discussed. It was suggested the Council request Ms Abrahams, MP, to contact Link to reiterate that our concern is for a banking hub, not access to cash, for all villages, not just Uppermill. Cllr Beeley advised it may be wise to wait for the report to be published from HM Treasury before we take any further action. 

	
3905.	Update regarding Oldham Council Standards Committee Meeting (Cllr Blackmore)
These documents had been shared prior to the meeting and Cllr Blackmore, the Parish Council representative on the Standards Committee, gave a resume.  It was agreed that the revised Code of Conduct document be reviewed and if agreed, it will be adopted at the annual meeting May 27. 



3906.	To approve and confirm as a correct record the Draft Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 28th September 2026
The minutes were accepted as a true record and signed at the meeting by the Chair. Proposed Cllr Marland, , seconded Cllr Witt, carried.

3907.	To note the minutes of the Traffic & Transport Committee meeting held on 17th September 2026
Cllr Powell requested an addition to the new concerns raised regarding the lack of roadside weeding  by OMBC and this was agreed. The minutes were then proposed by Cllr Garner, seconded Cllr Powell and accepted.

3908.	To note the minutes of the Strategic Planning Committee Meeting held on 24th September 2026
Cllr Beeley advised the Neighbourhood Plan referendum was going ahead 10th December. She requested all councillors promote this in their wards as much as possible. 
Cllr l-Hamdani referred to the document sent for consultation Definitive Map and Statement Modification
Order S53 – Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Claim to register 4 x Public Bridleways at Land off South of Shade Avenue, Springhead. It was agreed the Clerk write to the PRoW officer advising the Council was in full support. 
The minutes were then accepted as a true record and signed at the meeting by the Chair. Proposed Cllr Al-Hamdani, seconded Cllr Beeley, carried.

3909.	To note the minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on 24th September 2026
Cllr Thompson requested an amendment to point 782, which was agreed, to increase the salaries budget by 5% to make allowance for the annual cost of living rise.  The minutes were then proposed by Cllr Al-Hamdani, seconded Cllr Sheldon and accepted. 

3910.	To note the minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting held on 24th September 2026
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Thompson, seconded Cllr Sheldon and accepted. 

3911.	 To note the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 5th October 2026
Cllr Bishop updated Councillors on the application for Waterside Mill which was on the agenda for the next Planning meeting Monday 2nd November. OMBC Planning Team had agreed to delay the decision date so consultees would be given the opportunity to comment as this application had not been previously shared. She asked Councillors to add their own comments to the OMBC Portal or share them with the SPC Committee before the meeting. 
With one amendment agreed to HOU/355986, the minutes were then proposed by Cllr Switt, seconded Cllr Blackmore and accepted. 

3912.	To note the minutes of the Communications Committee meeting held on 7th October 2026
Cllr Bishop advised that the Committee were aiming to design a calendar to support fundraising efforts. She asked that Councillors send in any appropriate photos of Saddleworth to the administrator to collate. The minutes were proposed by Cllr Marland, seconded Cllr Al-Hamdani and accepted. 


3913.	 Motion to Council – Celebrating our local heritage. Proposer: Cllr Sam Al-Hamdani, Seconder: Cllr Alicia Marland

	      This Council recognises:          
	      the incredible contributions of people from Saddleworth who have contributed to the cultural, 	      social and economic wealth of the area, and far beyond; the work that has already been done 	      to recognise their contributions to the area, both through the Parish Council and others across 	      the community.

      This Council particularly notes:         
     	      that one of the most prominent contributors to the area’s heritage, Annie Kenney, has a   	       	      blue plaque at the Leesbrook Mill, in Lees, but that records from her diary show that she   	      	      was most closely connected with Woodend Mill in Springhead;

This Council calls for:       
	      the promotion of further prominent contributors to the area’s heritage to be marked by blue 	      plaques where appropriate, through consultation with the residents of the Parish; the blue plaque 	      at Leesbrook Mill for Annie Kenney, to be re-sited (with all appropriate agreements) to 		      Woodend Mill in Springhead;         

	      further recognition of the contribution of the wider Kenney family to the suffragette movement.

	      Blue plaques in the Parish include ones for: 
	     100 years of the Greenfield Whit Friday contest (King William IV pub, Greenfield); Roger   	    	     Tanner (Saddleworth Museum, Uppermill); AB Wood (Pick Hill, Uppermill); The Toll-House    	    	     (17 Chew Valley Road, Greenfield); Lord Rhodes (3 Valley Cottages, Manchester Road, 	    	    	      Greenfield); Henry Platt (The Smithy, Bridge House, Dobcross); Bishop Wheeler (Sacred 	    	      Heart Church, Uppermill).

	     Cllr Al-Hamdani explained the reasons for this motion in more detail and he was supported by Cllr 	     Marland. 

	     The Motion was proposed by Cllr Sam Al-Hamdani, Seconded by Cllr Alicia Marland. The vote was 	     unanimous, Motion carried. 


3914. Civic Hall Solar Power - Business Case. This Council resolves to apply to the Public Work    Loans Board for funding to progress the Solar Power Installation

The Business Case had been shared prior to the meeting and it was discussed. The Clerk expressed concern regarding the proposed siting of the lithium battery, following conversations with the Fire Officer, and that the Site Manager was in contact with the installer. She suggested this could them be shared at the next Assets Management Committee meeting.
The Council resolved to apply to the Public Works Loan Board to fund the installation. Proposed Cllr Sheldon, seconded Cllr Bishop, carried.
The Council resolved to refer the conversations and decision regarding the battery to the Assets Management Committee. Proposed Cllr Garner, seconded Cllr Al-Hamdani, carried. 
 (post meeting note, the Fire Officer advised new legislation had just been received advising caution on installing the batteries inside buildings. The installer advised they would be able to install it externally or in an outbuilding).



3915.  Accounts for Payment: 
September 2026	 Income £8090.00 	Expenditure £ 51,782.60
	      The accounts were proposed by Cllr Al-Hamdani, seconded Cllr Sheldon and accepted. 
 Payments List, see appendix 1
      Date of the next meeting:  Monday 23rd November 2026 at 7.30pm 
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September 26 Payments

Bank Date Supplier Details Code  Amount £Note

02-Sep-26 A1 ACCESS LIFTS New lift - 40% Deposit 370 12,533.27

02-Sep-26 PUBLIC WORKS LOAN Capital Repayment 319 5,566.47Loan now complete

02-Sep-26 PUBLIC WORKS LOAN Interest 320 34.79Loan now complete

02-Sep-26 EASY WEB SITES  Website Management Fee x 2 - 9/26 440 62.76

04-Sep-26 HARVEYS WORKWEAR PPE - staff uniform, various people 305 191.16

04-Sep-26 HELEN BISHOP  S-i-B Catering for Presentation 1/9/26 405 68.33

04-Sep-26 KALLOTT S-i-B Wine for Presentation 1/9/26 405 18.87

10-Sep-26 Boarshurst Band Club Sum Up Fees / Bank Charges- Gross up to £100 receipt 168 1.69

10-Sep-26 Dawn Simms / SSYCA Sum Up Fees / Bank Charges- Gross up to £10 receipt 168 0.17

11-Sep-26 SALARIES  Admin - 9/26 103 5,878.26

11-Sep-26 SALARIES  Civic  - 9/26 301 4,741.44

11-Sep-26 KINGSMILL SECURITY Kitchen Hatch Fire Shutters - 50% Deposit 370 1,800.00Ex OAT Grant

11-Sep-26 3CO FIRE PROTECTION Kitchen Fire Doors 370 492.00Ex OAT Grant

11-Sep-26 BUCKLE J SON  Dawsons Field & Red Row grass cuts x2 8/26 433 220.00

11-Sep-26 HELEN BISHOP  Civic Service Catering  - 6/9/26 490 145.72

11-Sep-26 GREENFIELD PUBLISHINGMonthly Advert - 9/26 441 98.40

11-Sep-26 CHRIS LEES  Repairs Consumables 307 73.87

11-Sep-26 LYNDA STEFEK  Rent on small plot in Denshaw - 28 yrs to 30/11/27 @ £1 per annum 415 28.00

11-Sep-26 D SIMMS (COOP) Office Milk 169 1.65

14-Sep-26 BRITISH GAS BUSINESS Electricity - 22/7/26 - 19/8/26 302 723.67

15-Sep-26 OMBC  General Rates - Civic Hall 304 1,009.00

15-Sep-26 OMBC  Refuse collection 308 334.35

15-Sep-26 OMBC  Rates - Cemetery 211 44.00

16-Sep-26 JDH BS LTD (IA) Internal Audit 2025-26 109 973.20

17-Sep-26 OMBC Pest Control 308 31.35

17-Sep-26 WATER PLUS  Water 8/26 (to 25/8/26) 321 643.58

21-Sep-26 O'DONNELL SOLICITORS Civic Hall registration - Land Registry fees 127 577.20

21-Sep-26 COMMERCE BUSINESS SPC - Copier/Printer Usage  105 158.81

22-Sep-26 HMRC  Tax & NI - Admin - 8/26 103 1,421.47

22-Sep-26 HMRC  Tax & NI - Civic - 8/26 301 1,479.83

22-Sep-26 EDF ENERGY  Gas - 8/26 303 99.35

23-Sep-26 KING BILL - TONY Civic Ball 2026 - Catering Costs 160 2,328.00Accrued in 2025-26 CB Costs

23-Sep-26 CAPRICORN SECURITY Security - Beatles Complete - 21/8/26 318 228.00

23-Sep-26 CENTRE GLASS  Cleaning Consumables 306 190.08

23-Sep-26 DAVE TALBOT-CEDAR Civic Hall Grass Cutting - 9/9/26 307 80.00

23-Sep-26 ALICIA MARLAND  Mileage - Meltham CS 13/9/26 101 13.20

23-Sep-26 D SIMMS (COOP) Office Milk 169 3.30

24-Sep-26 ELCONS HR/LAW  HR/Legal Consultancy (47) - 9/26 120 121.20

28-Sep-26 SHORROCK TRICHEM Hygiene - 8/26 316 158.14

30-Sep-26 X2 CONNECT LTD  DobX Red Telephone Repalcement - Balance 434 4,592.00Covered by Insurance receipts

30-Sep-26 GMPF Pensions - Admin - 8/26 103 1,647.20

30-Sep-26 GMPF Pensions - Civic - 8/26 301 712.49

30-Sep-26 ZURICH INSURANCE Insurance 26-27 - Qtr 2/4 to 30/11/26 108 1,285.38

30-Sep-26 DAVID J THOMASSON Allotments Knotweed Treatment 4-9/26 432 360.00

30-Sep-26 AFORD AWARDS  S-i-B Awards - Presentation 1/6/26 405 267.40

30-Sep-26 ONE WINDOW CLEANINGCivic Hall window cleaning 22/9/26 306 132.50

30-Sep-26 SEFTONS  Payroll - 7 & 8/26 161 96.00

30-Sep-26

PURE-TECH UK

Water/Legionella Monitoring 8/26 307 69.00

30-Sep-26 INFINITY IT Office 365 Annual Subs - Chris Lees/KP 9/26 110 7.20

30-Sep-26 D SIMMS (COOP) Office Milk 169 1.65

30-Sep-26 NAT WEST  Bank Charges 30/5/26 - 28/8/26 168 37.20

51

51,782.60        
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